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Educating the Populace for a New Era
Rising men of the colonial urban bourgeoisie, who were small in number,
usually chose to send their sons back to England to receive a classical education
or else pursued a classical education in the colony. The influential educator,
Thomas Arnold, headmaster of Rugby School, firmly believed that the Greek
and Roman languages were the instruments by which young minds should be
formed. His aim was to produce inner self-perfection in Christian gentlemen.
In contrast, in the rapidly expanding industrial cities of England, manufacturers,
merchants, financiers, and urban workers generally believed in the doctrine of
The newly formed Parkes Government of 1878 inaugurated four years-of
stable government in New South Wales, during which a national system of
free, compulsory and secular primary school education was introduced. Its
Public Instruction Act of 1880 created a demand for new school buildings and
the refurbishment of existing structures to house the ever-increasing number
of students. The work of erecting schools, which in previous years had been
carried out by George A. Mansfield under an arrangement with the Council
of Education, was transferred to the Department of Public Instruction and
William Edmund Kemp was placed in charge of the office of "Architect for
Public Schools."
This paper examines Kemp's school buildings within the context of
late-nineteenth-century school building practice and the British-Australian
system of pupil-teacher primary education. Kemp broke with the Gothic
tradition to introduce new architectural styles, incorporated natural lighting
and ventilation systems, and used affordable, local materials. These innovations
were noticed individually by his contemporaries, but have yet to be investigated
collectively with regard to their effectiveness and functionality in the context
of late-nineteenth century and early twentieth-century standards for school
buildings. The editor of the Australasian Builder and Contractor's News in 1893
suggested that Kemp's schools might be considered as the "seed-germ of the
Australian architecture of the future"; and their contribution to the formation of
an Australian style will be discussed.
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Figure 1: Suggested plan for graded school of
210 children. Room 'C' is a large. multifunctional
room that can be converted to an assembly hall.
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